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illustrate some aspects  of this situation in relation to wool
characters.
On this ptfint also much further research is needed, but
this explanation is reasonable in relation to many of the cases
which are found, where a hybrid form has been " inbred " to
give rise to a new breed. For instance, in the Corriedale, the
Longwool ancestry was one more highly selected for large
mutton frame and performance than the Merino, which as a
breed had been selected for fine wool production without
particular emphasis on mutton conformation or development.
To hold the intermediate form not only is heavy culling neces-
sary, especially in the early generations, (see Fig. 12), but
a definite policy of linebreeding would also be desirable once
the particular intermediate objective is defined. Without
these working together, the tendency is to swing towards the
characteristics of the more homozygous condition for any set
of genetic characters.
The purposes for which the parental breeds have been
bred, and the success in that direction, are most important
considerations in any crossbreeding policy. The most satis-
factory result, so far as its repeatability is concerned, will
come from the crossing of two breeds which are genetically
uniform for the characters to be contributed to the crossbreds.
For this reason, also, it can be asserted that the individual
parents should be carefully chosen, not just as members of
their breeds but as " wellbred" specimens, of good geno-
and phenotype. Because, say, the cross between the Shorthorn
and the Aberdeen-Angus is generally a good butcher's
beast, that does not mean that any Shorthorn mated with
any Aberdeen-Angus will of necessity produce a highly
desirable beef animal; but with a " wellbred" Shorthorn
and a " wellbred " Aberdeen-Angus there is a much greater
certainty that the hybrid will be of excellent performance.
Successful continuous crossbreeding, therefore, depends upon
the supply of purebred parents, and upon a definite mating
plan. Neglect of this principle has led to much indiscriminate
crossbreeding and to the production of inferior crossbreds,
e.g. among sheep.
As a policy, crossbreeding is most likely to have practical
advantages where the fertility of the stock is high, as in pigs,